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“ These wére more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the WorD 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things wera 
80.” Prove all things; hold fuat that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 
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State of the division in the Yearly Mect- || things, to bring spiritual evidence to 
ing of Pennsylvania. prove Spiritual truths. Let us attend to 


The whole number of members in thir- |] spiritual reflections, and not be looking to. 


ty-one monthly meetings, from which we |} the scriptures, and to the systems of men, 
have received returas, including all class- |} and to the words of preachers, for alk 
es and conditions, is 14,419. They are || those being of an external character, can 
divided as follows : only form an ignisfatuus, which ‘leads to 
Friends. Orthodox. || bewilder and dazzles to blind.’ ” . 

Members of all ages This is spoken of the /e¢ter, when taken 
and both sexes, without “ sfiiritual ewidence:?’? Quaker 
minors being ran- >11805 2248 Vol. II. p. 217. 

ed with their pa- | In a sermon of Thomas Wetherald, 


rents) delivered in Washington City, printed 
Male adult members 2704 606 1825—we read as follows : 

Ministers _ 56 33 "A comparison has struck my mind 
Elders 123° 98 __ |i since’standing among you, which may be 
Overseers 163 74 illustrative of my views in relation to the 


There are 366 members (including || scriptures of truth, and all other external 
minors) who are classed as neutval, a- || evidence. They may be compared tothe 
mongst which are about 100 male adults. || light of the moon and lesser luminaries ; 

Of these 31 monthly meetings, twenty- |! and they are, untothe spirit of God, what 
nine are conducted and held by Friends || the moon and ‘smaller pianets are to the 
as heretofore, and the other two by the// sun. ‘The moon and other secondaries 
Orthodox. , | E shine by borrowed light, and if the sun 

The Orthodox, or seceding party, have |} does not illuminate them; they must re- 
set up twenty-one new meetings within || main opaque bodies. Andso, if the scrip- 
the limits of the thirty-one monthly meet- |] tures of truth are to be considered the 
ings above mentioned, all of them irregu- || su:mum bonus, or word of God, which 
Jar either in the time, or place of conven- || we take for our rule of faith and practice, 
ing, or in both. | we must grope in darkness till the light 

There are mote than 20 monthly || of God shall remove the veil. The moon 
meetings from which no official returns || has no light at all ; it can only reflect it 
have been received ; it is desirable that |] from the sun—and like a man seeing his 
they should be immediately forwarded, || face in a glass, it is not to the face that he 


$0 as to appear in our next number. is looking, but to the reflection. The re- 
Nike flection of the sun upon the dark body a? 
the moon, affords a beautiful illumination, 


4 brief review of the “ on”? tac, | which we rejoice, and which has a 
tendenc. to raise the mind to that God, 


who thus dispenses his blessings around 
7. The declaration states, that “ Thomas us. And lesser’ 


Wetheralc, at an irregular meeting helu | luminaries to lesser evidences. 


street, says ;"—* And wantus. Nota leaf that falls, not a blade of grass 
eretore, in our investigation of spiritual WH NOt dn hrsect that we 
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upon, nota bird that fits through the air 
—nay, from the leviathan in the deep to 
the smallest work of creation—all these 


hearevidences of the nature and power of | 


the Divinity’ “They bear upon them the 
stimp of the work of God! But these | 
are all external and of a secondary na- | 
ture—they have notanv operative prin- 
ciple in themselves, to produce or sustain 
life; and if not for the operation of the | 
spirit and power of God, these never 
would have had an existenze, any more 
than the sun will give us lightin the night 
season, or the moon and stars without the 
Tluminating influence of the sun, which 
was made to rule the dav.” 

The foregoing quotations fron» primi- 
tive Friends’ writings, say the same, viz. 
that the /etter “kills ;? “blinds ;” be- 


comes “death” to the reacers—* puffs jj 


them up and fits them for the slaughter” 


ter learned Scribes and Pharisees—* Ye 
search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, but ye will not 
come unto me, that ye might have life.” 
8. The declaration proceeds to extract 
from the Berean, vol. 2d p. 211, as fol- 


for us. They belong [belonged] to those’ 
to whom they were immediately reveal-_ 
ied. And that, and only that, which is 
immediately revealed to us, belongs in 
like manner, to us, and to us only.” 


This passage is mutilated, by omitting 
the preceding sentence that pointed cut 
“tose revelations,” alluded to in the ex- 
tract ; viz. such as make God an angry 
and revengeful being ; and on which the 
| Bereen observes—* But. when we reflect 
| that our beneficent Creator in his deal- 
_ ings with mankind, has, in infinite conde- 
scension, adafited his instructions to tieir 
| state and comprehension, we may safely 


reject the sfeculations of these writers, 
cite such scrifitures and give 
‘them a literal application as containing. 
| “the traths of God;” and that without 


| derozating from their genuineness or au- 


| thenticity.”” 
&c. Jesus Christ said as much to the let- |) 


Penn, in his Primitive Christiaz- 
Revived,’ Chap. Vit, presents a sim- 
ilar view, when he savs—* He has conde- 
scended, for the hardness and darkness 
of men’s hearts, to approach, and spell 
out his holy mind, to them, dy dow and 


lows—*In vain dees any man quote the 
Scriptures as authority fer his opinions ; 
for if they have not been revealed to his 
con mind by the holy spirit, they deserve 
no better name respecte him, than 
speculations.” This is certainly so, and 
-aconcurrent sentiment runs through ali 

the quotations which we have made from 


the writings of our-ancient Friends. It is |) 


also affirmed to by many other authors: 
hus Archbishop Sandy, im his sermons, 


carnai ways, as they may appear to our 
more enlightened understandings ; saf- 
fering ‘ruths, to put on*divers: sorts of 
garmenis, the better to reach the low 
state of men,” &c. Which remarks rur 
parallel'also with the following extract. 
found in the declaration, and taken from, 
the Berean, Vol. I. p. 403... 


16. “Wow the revelations respecting the 
nature of God, which were made to the 
Israelites, are TRUE, when viewed as in 


says: “The outward reading of the 
word, without the inward working of the 
Spirit, is nothing. The precise Phari- 
sees, the learned Scribes, read the Serip- 
tnres over and over again: they not only 
read them in books, but wore them on 
their garments; they were not: only 
taught, but were able to teach others. 
Rut because the Aeavenly teacher had 
not instructed them, their understanding 


was durkened ‘their knowledge was but 
yanity.’” 


9. ‘The next is taken from the’ same 


contiexion with, and as having relation 
to, their spiritual condition ; but to any 
other state they are not true; therefore 
such revelations abstractedly taken, are 
not true in themselves—are not the trath 
of God.” Preceding this passage are the 
following remarks, which we give, as e 
further explanation of tive writer’s mean- 
ing. “ They [the Israelites] were incapa- 
ble of conceiving, or receiving just ideas 
of Ged. The revelations; therefore made 
to them, however wisely adapted to a 
state extremely outward and carnal, can- 


volume p. 212— Those revelations were 
for-other imes, and other states, and not 


not be literally construed, as represent- 
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affections, & attributes of the Divinity.’’* 
Thus God is represented in Scripture 
as hating, repenting, laughing, sleeping, 
walking, &c. in short, as having the af- 
fections and attributes of frail human- 
ity ; hente the Berean has declared that 
“such revelations are not true in ‘Aem- 
se/ves—are not the truth of God,” but a 
condescension merely on the part of infi- 
nite Goodness. 

The “Declaration,” after making the 


foregoing garbled extracts from the Ser- | 


mons and the Berean, proceeds to sum up | 
the evidence not only against the authors | 
of these works but against the “separa- | 
tists” generally. These extracts, the | 
declaration asserts, “are sufficient toshow | 
the contemptuous manner in which they 
(the Scriptures] are spoken of dy the | 
sefaratists and their ministers,’ that 
“they are not necessary”—~“a dead monu- 
ment, a Shadow upon which we should 
turn our backs” &&c. 

Now, even admitting that the extracts 
from the Sermons and Berean prove all | 
that the declaration pretends, they fur- 
nish no satisfactory evidence against any 
ether persons than the authors, viz. Elias 
Hicks, Thomas Wetherald, and the 
anonymous editor of the Berean; Yet 
these grave charges are brought against 

four fifths, or more, of the members of 
this yearly meeting !! With every im- 
partial and discerning reader, this trait, 
if there were nothing else, must prove suf- 
ficient to develope the character and ob- 
ject of this production. 

From the parallel passages, however, 
which we have quoted from our ancient 
writers, it plainly appears, that these 


¢harges apply with equal force against | 


them; and the orthodox of that day, as 
the orthodox of the present day, did not 
fail to press them, in similar language, 
and marked by a similar want of candour, 
and justice. 

We have shown that our ancient Friends 
have denied the Scriptures te be “a rule” 
_~have called them “a dead letter”—have 
asserted that they produce “death” t: 
these that read them—that they will not 


Thus spelling out his holy mind,” 
Pewn remart’s tew and 


1} 


give “a knowledge of Chrisi’’—that they 
only fill with a knowledge that “ puffeth 
up, and fits for the slughter”—that by 
them tio one Can come to “a knowledge 
ot God” &c. &c; Now the clue that un- 
ravels these apparent contradictions, is 
simply this, that when they spoke of the 
Scrivtures in these terms, it was only ¢/z 
a comparative not a posifive sense. They 
gave them this character,only when they 


_were depended on to the exclusion of that 


| divine light, or grace, by which they 
were given forth, and through whic: 
| thay can only be benefi¢ial to us. 

The Sermons and Berean, as quoted in 


| the declaration, speak of the Scriptures 


under the same comparative or qualified 
sense i but the authors of that work, have 

| Cautiously avoided quoting anv thing from 
the Sermons, that might explain the triie 
nature of the case, for their object was to 
stigmatize and vilify: thus pursuing 
same course, that Auge, Leslie ant” 
others adopted before them, with respecc 
toour primitive Friends. ‘The following 
extracts from the Sermons and .Berean 
will prove the truth of this statement, 
and will place the subject in its proper 
light. 

“But we are so attached to outward 
things, tat we have gone to the book, 
and when we read *, we did not turn in 
to seare® bv in understand- 
ings, to be informed of its t7'ue meaning ; 
but we have undertaken by our own 
er to interpret it: and thas, instead of its 
proving a blessing, it confounds and di-: 
vides Christendom ito thousands ant 
thousands of sects and professions. The 
language is confounded decause they un-. 
dertake to bmild castles, which will reach 
to heaven, for themselves”—“ We see 
how excellent the law was formerly to 
the Israelites; and yet it was not enowgh 
to make them perfect, unless it led there 
to the sfirit.”—j{ Phil. Serm. p. 9. 

Still it is the di¢z, which is the princi- 
ple, or first cause, which makes the - 
shadow ; and it isthe light which enables 
us to see the substance’’—* And as it ix 
thus in a moral sense—in an outward anik, 
external sense ; so it is ean inward, spirs-- 
tua!, and internal sense. ‘1 his is 


Sally deserves in tho shadowy divpenta- 
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tion of an outward and external covenant, 


which the Lord made with his people 


Ysrael.”—[Ibid. p. 245. 
“Now, my friends, consider—it (the 
Jewish law) is a clear description, a beau- 


tiful description, a beautiful shadow of | 


the heavenly things.”—[Tbid. p. 246, 

“ Let us then cease to be talking of God 
as of a man, for nothing but the soul is a 
recipient for the knowledge of God, and 
there is no way in which it can be com- 
municated but by his own light. Tere 
now «!l things would be spiritually inter- 


preted all those rypex would be ofened 
to us; they would become beatifel 


figures to dead us on, from: the beginning 
to the end of the Jewish dispensation; be- 


vinning with Moses throughall the proph- 


ets, and Jesus Christ cre Son of God.” 
Quaker vol. 1. p. 10. 


Let this suffice to show the re- 


épectful “manner” in which E. Hicks | 
sneaks of the Old Testament. We will 


next proceed to give his views of the New 
‘Testament. 
“ But there is no foweria it [the letter] 


toenable usto doit. It only shows ws | 


the way; and how few there are, who 
read these excellent doctrines, that ever 
come to the practical point!” 

Phil. serm. p. 226. 

« We all have an example to walk by; 
we that have the frivilege of reading the 
example of the blessed Jesus.” 

ibid. p. 118. 

“But as we are free agents. God does 
hot act by force ; he will not turn out this 
man of sin, till we are: willing to surren- 


der him ; till we are willing to surrender: 


the culprit up to justice. How beautiful- 
/y tins 1s illustrated in some of the para- 
floes which Jesus set forth to his disciples, 
and in none of them is it more simple and 
gasy, than in the one concerning the king- 
dom of God.”—[Tbid. 285. 

“This was a darling mercy of God 
unto them [the Israclites]|—to give them:a 
-pousation suited to their low condition. 
We hive it now on record—only take u 
the precepts of Jesus; only look at his 
example, and his direction to his disci- 
ples, and. see if we can find any thirig, any 
testimony WORTHY TO BE COMPARED 
wire 1T.”—[Quaker vol. p. 45. 

With respect to the Scriptures tn gen- 
eral we find, in these Sermons the follow- 
ing expressions : 

“Who are these-Merchants of Baby 
ion? They are those who profess to be 
aposties and are not; those who set up 
their-own will, cheit own power their, own 


knowledge, their own wWisflom, in direc’ 
opposition to the wisdem and power o: 

God, which is only fevealed to the chil- 

dren of men by his blessed spirit in their 
souls ;—those who have acted accordin:; 
to their own spirits, and have, under the 
deceivings of anti-Christ, set about to 
build wp a Church to Christ and God.. 
But it is altogether a counterfeit ; becaus: 

it is built wp in the wisdom of men, anc 

inte fetter, which is their guide. This 
never did, never will, and never can, re- 

veal a saving knowledge of God to the 
children of men :—it killeth and bringeth | 
death to the soul, when it is defended 
eer it is made the principlething. 
How is this mystery Babvlon built? It 
is built of the dcst external materials ; 
THE BEST OF ALL LETTER THAT EVER 

WAS WRITTEN ON EARTH, and after all, 
it is nothing letter.” —[Ibid. p. 95. 

“ As inspiration alone could indite, so 
nothifig but inspiration can enable us to 
understand the Scriptures as we should.. 
The Scriptures are not the cause, they 
are only the effect. They are worthy o 
being vead, if any book is wor. hy of read- 
ing ; but we should be raised above all 
books. Jesus I consider above all books ;. 
and I consider that what is written con- - 
cerning him, his precepts and example, 
comprehends more than all the books oi 
earth. Usay more,.because he was the 
top-stone of external information. He 
was at the fountain head of divine in- 

“The letter is but an effect, itis not 
the cause. All that the effect can do, is: 
to lead us, if we are wisely engaged, up _ 
to the-great first cause; and then we are 
done with the effect, for it can do no 
more. It cannot carry us forward in the 
great work of Salvation ;.itcan merely 
yoint us to the great first cause. There- 

ore it is, that ‘fae rest in the effec:, death 
is Our portion—i say all letter written 

under the influence of God, points: us 

back to the place from whence it came; 

and this is all ; becauseas the letter newer 

could be written, without thespirit. which 

stands above it, the great first cause of 

all wisdom and knowledge; theretore, 

uness by the letter we are gathered to 

the sfirit we cannot use the letter aright, 
For it is the effect; and when we face 

the letter, we turn our backs upon the 

cause, just as a man turns his back u 

the sun, to see his own shadow. If we 

would see the sun we must lose sight of 

the shadow.”—[ibid. p. 100, 

“Por as the letter written by inspired 
men of God, will revive the quickening 
influence of the word within our souls y 


f he has called us to come away frem the 
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‘world and the things that 
Ibid. p. 101. 

“ Search the Scriptures, as we rendhthe 
Bereans did, and see whether Giese 
things are not so. But you cannotiaae 
them by reading them merely ; Titteis 
vou are directed b 


=== 


Ibid. p. 17. 


“And when we read it under this in- 
fluence, we shall understand it. T'bisin- 
fluence being the same in all, we sould 
understand it alike; its interpretation 
“would be the same to all; it would carry 
comfort and consolation to the soul, aris 
we should be led by the same spirit that 
ted the writers of the Scriptures so many 
‘years ago.”—fIbid. p. 316. 7 

_ Much more of the same tenor might 
Se extracted from the Sermons of Elias 
‘Hicks, but enough, it is presumed is pre- 
sented to tulfil the objectinview. There 
i$ one important fact, however, in respect 
to these Sermons well worthy of note :— 
they are replete with quotations from the 
Seriftures. In some of them more than 
forty texts are introduced IN CONFIRMA- 
rion of the author’s doctrines. 
very discourse from which the garbled 
extract is taken, to prove that the Spea- 
Ser rezects the Scriptures, as “ not appli- 
cable” to us, he has made thirty-five 
quotations from them!! and in his Ser- 
mon delivered at Darby, Pennsylvania, 
says: 

“ And there are those whoassert, that 
I disbelieve the Scriptures, and that I un- 
dervalue them! But there is not a grea- 
ter falsehood expressed among mankind ! 
and I will assure you, my friends, that 
what I say is truth. I have loved the 
Scriptures of truth from my youth; I 


have delighted in reading them ; and | 
perhaps there are none that have read | 


them morethan myself. And I presume, 
according to my knowledge, no man has 
received more advantage than I have, 
and continue to have from reading them. 
And lam at this time convinced, that 


y the light of the 
spirit. Under the influence of thatspinity) 
you may not only read and uuderstandyps 
them, but you will be confirmed thereby.” 1 ™ 


In the | 


ae in the 
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would hatdly reeeive my doctrines, 
by Scriptere testimony, 
wamedmicly witheut the necessity 


here 
of seeking for it, a pacage would rise up 


with my assertion ar deci:- 
‘rain. And I te the people 
where my het has eat, if 
been my case. Then what i ion to 


shall my shall offend 
against that Jims, which is my Pith and 
my governing priggiple, amd ia which 
feel peage ign, om, with the: chil- 
dren of men @very_ where.” 
Quaker, vol. 19. 

To this we will ad@ @ few extrac's 
taken protniscucwsly from the Serinons 
of some other Friends, inorder to show 
the respectfal manner in“ which they 
(the Scriptures] are spoken of by the 
separatists and 

Vid. Beeleration p. 18. 

“Oh! the precious certainty of those 
truths recorder Gin the Serép- 


tures] for our instrietien, [Edward 
Stabler, in the Quaker, p. 204. 


« All Scripture is civén by imppiration 
of God, profitable for for 
reproof, for correction, for im 
richteousness. It is i Various wa 
adapted to the mind thatig without™ Sec. 


[John Comly, in the Quaker, wok p. 12. 

“The odject and desigmet the Scrip- 
tures are to turn the human family te this 
internal principle of light withm, and 
that is doing all that the Seriptares can 
Hawkshurst, in Qua- 
ker, vol. II. p. 91. 

“The New Testament, I consider to 
be a great blessing ; itis an invaluable 
treasure, as an outward and secondary 
rule” &c.—[Edward Hicks, New York 
Sermons p. 47. 


Hence as it regards these, testimonies 


recorded in the Scriptures of truth ; they 
have come to 45 in a purer form, than 


we havea right to expect of written tes- 


timony in gewéral, and hence their supe-_ 


wherever Thavebeen called tobe a meuth |} riority over other books which have beci 


tor the Lora, ih the lime of the Gospel 
Ministry, I need mot make this apelogy 
or declaration. Noindividual ever brought 
forth more Scripture to prove their doc. 
trines, than I have when under the influ- 
ence of divine love and truth, that gave 
forth the Seriptures. Divine wisdom, 
Mnowing the state of the people, that 


wiitten. But however high they may 
stand, however justly may be esti- 
mated by the enlightened sons of (sod, 
they never have been placed higher, or ~ 
above that eternal quickening spirit cf 
God, which is given to every man to pro. 


fit withal.”—(Jesse Kersey, in the Qna- 


ker, Vol. A. p. 36, 
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‘Scriptures: but he appeals to the Scrip- 
_ tures, or to the conditions and experiences 


as corroborative and eonfirmat 
mony, both of his faith and practice, and 
he finds himself thereby the more con- 


-providences attending them, seeing the 


Berean, Vol. 1. New Series, p. 


- tion in the authors of the Declaration to 


a direct violation of truths in several in- 


scriptures ina “contemptuous man- 
ner,” wehave seen a course pursued of | 


“Od. when read under the illuminating in- 


beneficial. 


have given trom encient duthors, 


BEVIEW. 


- “Neither the Quaker’s faith, therefore, | 
nor his doctrines are founded on the 


of the saints of -old, as therein recorded 
testi- 


firmed and comforted: that observing the 


snares they were liable to, and beholding 
their deliverances, we may thereby be 
made wise unto salvation, and scasonably 
Teproved and instructed in righieous- 


Much more. might be quoted of the 
same tenor as the foregoing, but enough 
3s inserted to show a reckless determina- 


vilify not only the individuals named in 
that work, but a large body of Friends, 
against which no evidence is adduced.— 
dn the “narrative” we have pointed out 


stances; and in the charges of treating 


the most untair and dishonest character. 
Our primitive Friends have written of 
the use of the Scriptures, under two dis- 
tinct points of view ; 1st, when read and 
studied in the wisdom of man, and de- 
pended on as the primary rule and guide; 


fluence of. that divine wisdom which gave 
them forth. In the first treatment of 
them, they have proneunced them worse 
than useless, but inthe second eminently 
The sermons have made the 
same important distinction, in the hand- 
ling of these writings, and drawn the 
same conclusions. Now, in order to prove 
the pretended “contrast,” and accom. 
plish their calumnious purpose, the au- 
thors of the Declaration have extracted 
from the sermons what is said of the 
scriptures under the first point of view, 
but withheld al! that they have said of 
them, under the last: on the contrary 
from our primitive writers they have 
quoted what they have written of them, 
under the last head, but cautiously with- 
held their opinion of them, under the 


fet. The “parallel passages” which 


and our quotations from the sermons, 
fully expose the deception thus attempt- 
We have no doubt that there were ma- 
ny persons in the meeting, that would 
not have sanctioned this work had they 
been made acquainted with its true char- 
acter. But they had neverread the ser- 
mons, nor the Berean; yet the clamour 
against them had long since reached their 
ears ; and the incessant repetition of false- 
hood will gradually make way for its en- 
trance even into honest minds. From 
these causes, and a misplaced confidence 
in the compilers, this offensive publica- 
tion has made its appearance under the 
sanction of a body of people styting them- 
selves a “ Yearly Meeting of Friends !” 


Having finished their unfounded char- 
ges against Friends, respecting the Scrip- 
tures, the authors proceed as they state, 
“to show that they [the “ separatists”] 
deny the miraculous conception of our 
Lord.” This is done by quoting, as be- 
fore, from the productions of two indivi- 
duals, one of which writes anonymously. 
In page. 21 of the declaration is found the 


following extract from the Philadelphia 
Sermons page 10. 


11. “ Who was his father ?—He was be- 
gotten of God. We cannot suppose that 
it was the outward body of flesh and blood 
that was begotten of God, but a birth of 
the spiritual life in the soul. We must 
apply it internally and spiritually. For 
nothing can bea son of God, but that 
which is spirit ; and nothing but the soul 
of man isa recipient for the light and 
Spirit of God. ‘Therefore, nothing can be 
a son of God but that which is immortal 
and invisible. Nothing visible can be a 
son of God. Every visible thing must 
come to an end, and we must know the 
mortality of it. Flesh and blood cannot 
enter into heaven. By the analogy of 
reason spirit cannot eet a material 
body, because the thing begotten must be 
of the same nature with itsfather. Spirit 
cannot beget any thing but spirit ; it can- 
not beget flesh and blood—No, my 
friends, itis impossible.’’--[Phil. serm.p.50 

[“Jesus declared, “that which is born of 
the flesh is flesh.” He alluded to the in- 
quiry of Nicodemus, how a man could be 
born again? He shows him it was nota 
natural but a spiritual birth; for “that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh.’ He, 
therefore, said, “ Except a man be bon 
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‘gain he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Man isa compound being. 
4)ne part is composed of flesh and blood ; 
the other part of spirit, and as the im- 
mortal soul is born of the spirit and pow- 
er of (sod, it becomes asonof God. This 
has been the effect in all ages as the soul 
has come up in obedience to the spirit of 
For see, a son having the full. na- 
_ ture of the father, must have the same 
mature and will.””] 

That part inclosed in brackets is not 
quoted, although necessary for a fair con- 
struction. 

‘The same clamour was formerly rais- 
ad against primitive Friends for denying 
the divinity of the “ outward person” of 
€hrist, that isnow raisedagainst E.. Hicks, 
Dy those of the Society who have retro- 
graded from, orlostsight of first principles. 
Wm. Penn says, “ He [Jenner] takes 

apa whole chapter to prove that we de- 
ny the Lord that bought us, though very 
- falsely and equally unsuccessful. 


“Because we deny that Person (the son 
of God) that died at Jerusalem to be our 
aredeemer. 

“Which most horrid imputation has 
Deen answered more (1 believe) than a 
thousand times, by declaring that he that 
laid down his life, and suffered his body to 
be crucified by the Jews, without ike gates 
of Jerusalem, is Christ the son of the most 
dich God. But, that the outward person 
which suffered, was properiy the son of 
God, WE UTTERLY DENY, and it is a per- 
fect contradiction to their own principies. | 
* A body hast thou prepared me,’ said 
the son: then the Son was not the body, 
though the body was the Son’s.”—[Wm. 
Penn, Vol. II. (fol. edit.)pp. 65, 66. 

In the volume above quoted, p. 161, 
Wm. Penn continues his defence of his 
opinion, and uses precisely the same ar- 
guments, as are quoted trom the sermon. 

After quoting John, Ch. 8, v. 56, 58, he 
argues thus: “If that which. was before 
Abraham, and yet then in being the same 
was God, as none that own the Scriptures 
do deny, then because that outward, 
visible body, was not before Abraham 
that was not God. The first all grant, 
the second none reasonably doubt.” &c. 
§ Such as is the degetter, such must the 
begotten be: We see men get men; hor 

ses, horses; fish, fish; and every seed 


leton ; then, by good consequence, the im- 
mortal God must have begotten himself 
animmortal God, ere-that-could not die 
by the hands of hisown creatures.” [i.e: 
‘Spirit cannot beget any thing but Spirit. } 
Daniel Philifis’ arguments in detence 
of W. Penn apply equally in defence 
of the sermons—“ He is properly the son 
of God, says he, tuat hath the essential 
properties of God; as eteriity, immor- 
tality, &c. but the outward person or bo- 
dy of Christ, hath not the essential prop- 
erties of God—therefore, the outward 
person, or body of Christ, is not properly 
the son of God.” And after advancing 
several similar arguments, D. Philips’ 
concludes thus: “If every opponent not 
withstanding the force of these allega- 
tions, shall magisterially say, whoeverde- 
nies, thatthe outward person which suf- 
fered, was properly the son of God, doth 
thereby actually deny Jesus Christ to be 
the son ef Gods let him not think that 
his bare assertion, without a full invalida- 
tien of those arguments, will, for the fu- 
ture, be taken notice of by me.—{Vindi- 
ciae veritas p. 89, &c. 


Again, George IWhitehead, is to the 
same point: “ But none can see the fath- 
er with a carnal eye, therefore none could 
ever see the eternal son, with their car- 
nal eyes, in this sense of seeing, which 
extends to true knowledge” [“ Nothing 
visible can be ason of God.”—~Sermons. 
[Lux exorta est, London, 1673. 

Again, the same writer observes— 
“Baptist says, ‘Christ was seen with a 
carnal eye, and his voice heard witha care 
nal ear.” Whereas Christ said, ‘ He that 
seeth me seeth my father also.” Now dare 
he say that God is such a visible object, 
as may be seen by a carnal eye?’"—[(G 
Whitehead’s iight and life ef Christ, 
London, 1668. 

1. Pennington on John xiv, 9, has 
these remarks—“ What, dost thou know 
me after the flesh, after the body ? Dost 
thou take ¢#at for me? Have I been so 
long with you, and do you know me no 
better than so? The body is from below’, 
the body is like one of yours (only sancti- 


fied by the Father, and preserved with- 2 


out sin) but lam the same spirit, life aud 


das its.oyn body, as aay Reeye and Mugg- } 


being with thg Father, we are one sub- 


. 
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stance, one pure power ‘of life, and we 
cannot be divided; but he that sees one 
must needs see both, and he that knows 


one must needs know both.”—[Vol, 


“ Now the Scriptures do plainly distin 
guish between Christ and the garment 
which he wore”’—~“ There was the out- 


ward vessel and the inward life. This we | 
certainly know and can never call the 


bodily garment Christ, but that which 
appeared and dwelt in the body.”—L[ibid 
vol. Hl. pp. 61, 62.) 3 

In this case E. Hicks distinguishes be- 
tween the words, to beget, and ¢o create: 
but he is not the less a believer in the 
sniracle of the conception of Jesus—‘*We 
see,” says he, p, 251 Philadelphia Ser- 
mgons “that this fiesh and blood never 
could have been, in a strict sense, the son 
of God; but a creature, CREATED BY 
GOD-—BY HIS PowrR”—~And in a letter 
to a friend in Philadelphia, dated 3d, mo. 
4825, he says, “1 am astonished how any 
man, of honest intentions, dare say that 
§ denied the miraculous conception of the 
child Jesus, in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary; for I have invariably asserted my 
belief therein, from my early life to the 
present day.” Yet, notwithstanding this 
unqualified confession Of his belief; the 
idle clamour against him is reiterated in 
the “ Declaration ?’’ but it is equally good, 
as we have shown, against Penn, White 
head, and Pennington. And, indeed the 
former may, with great truth adopt the 
language of Penn on the same occasion, 
who, in his preface to D. Philips’s vindi- 
cation, says—“I must not give my own 
sense of my own words, (which is cer- 
tainly one of the hardest cases in the 
world) never denied to any man by those 
that desire and deserve to be thought rea- 
sorable. But it seems ¢4éir exposition 
must be made mine, to supporttheir char- 
ges, and palliate their envy against me. 


Whereas nothing can, in common sense, 


or with truth, be called any man’s faith, 
that he solemnly deniee to be his faith; 
but rather one of their making that im- 
pose itupen him. ‘This is our sad case, 
with respect to the dealings of our adver- 
€aries. But.a man’s own writings shall 


Ys: be suffered ta sperk ‘for themselves. 


The briefer or obscurer passages, must 
not be allowed to be interpreted by 
those more plain and conspicuous, but 
by the exposition of a declared enemy.” 
A part of the letter of Elias Hicks to 
Thomas Willis is next quoted, and very 
unfairly mutilated, so as to convey the 
most unfavourable impression ; it is giv- 
en in the declaration, p. 21, as follows: 
12. * Now, in his creed [the bishop of 
Rome} to which he made all the nations 


of Europe bow by dint of the sword, was 


this ofthe miraculous birth—therefore all 


children, for several hundred years, were 


brought up and educated in this belief, 
without any examination in regard to its 
correctness. Finding this to be the case 
I examined the accounts given on this 
subject by the four evangeiists, and accor- 


ding to my best judgment on the occa-— 


sion, I was led to think that there was 


|| considerable more scripture evidence for 


his being the son of Joseph, than other- 
wise; [although it has not yet changed 


my belief; are the consequences which 
follow much more favourable; for as the 


Israeiitish covenant rested very much 
upon external evidence, by way of oxt- 
ward miracle, so I conceive this miracu- 
lous birth was intended principally to in- 
duce the Israelites to believe he was 


their promised Messiah, or the great pro-. 


phet Moses had long before prophesied 
of, that should come, like unto himself.”} 
The quotation in the Declaration stops 
short at the word “otherwise,” and 
leaves out all that part of the letter in- 
closed in brackets, and which contains 
both an avowal of the writer’s belief in 
the miraculous conception, and his rea- 
sons for that belief. Such are the despe- 
rate expedients resorted to, to subserve 
the anti-christian purpose of immolating 
the religious character of an individual ! 
He has, it is true, given it as his opin- 
ion that “there is considerable more 
scripture testimony for his being the son 
of Joseph than otherwise,” but this is only 
stating what he believes to be a fact, yet 
it has not changed his belief, because 
“ this miraculous birth was intended prin- 
cipally to induce the Israelites to believe 
he was their promised Messiah.” This 
state of the evidence, however, has had 
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asthe writer informs us, “ this salutary } 
effect to deliver (him) from judging (his) 
brethren.”&c. Now it were devoutly 
to be wished, that his orthodox opponents 
had experienced a like “ salutary effect” 
upon their embittered spirits from any 
cause. It would have prevented them 
from. the violation of private correspond. 

ence; from issuing the unsavory produc- 
tion we are reviewing, and numerous 
other pamphlets and periodicals of a 
similar kind. It would have prevented 
them from setting afloat a disgusting mass 
of calumny and detraction against a large 
hody of people including many of the 
most valuable and virtuous members of 
the community. In short, the contents 
of this letter to Thomas Willis goes no 
further than to show that the writer con- 
siders that “in regard to our salvation,” 
a belief or denial of the miraculous con- 
ception “are both non-essentials,” be- 
cause saving faith does not rest on out- 
ward or historical testimony, but is the 
gift of God, produced by the operation of 
his spirit on the soul. 

13. An extract from the Berean then 
follows, viz.—-“ The flesh was made, not 
begotten, for the word which is spiritual 
to appear in. A body hast thou prepar- 
ed me. This does not convey to my 
mind, the most distant idea of the body 
of Christ being begotten of God.” 

Vol. II. p. 27. 

This extract is garbled in two ways; 
ist by omitting a part necessary to con- 
vey the sense intended; 2d by changing 
certain words, which are printed in italics, 
in the Berean, and omitting a parenthe- 
sis and marks of quotation. We will in- 
sert the whole, inclosing the part quoted 
in the declaration in drackets. 

* Tn the light in which the author views 
the subject, we cannet perceive the 
ground of objection. It is scriptural—it 
is rational—* The word was made flesh.’ 
By this I do not understand that the word 
was changéd intoflesh, but was‘ manifest 
in the flesh.” [The flesh was made, (not | 
begotten) for the word which is spiritual 
to appear in--* A body hast thou prepared 


me.’ This does not convey to my mind 
‘the most distant idea of the body of Christ 
dvelng of God,”} Christ is de- | 


clared tobe ‘the only begotten of the 
Father’—and so is every son of God be- 
gotten of the Father only, and no oneelse- 
‘Of his (the Father’s) own will begat he 
us with the word of Truth’—‘ Fer I have 
be gotten you through the gospel, which 
is the power of God.’—‘ He that is begot- 
ten of God keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not?—*who- 
soever is born of God sinneth not’—* who- 


soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, © 


is born of God, and every one that loveth 


him that degat, loveth him also that is 


hegotten of him’—‘as many as are led by 
the spirit of God, are the sons of God.’ 
All these texts can only be taken ine 


spiritual sense, and serve toshow in what 


manner our author (E. Hicks) aacepts 
and uses the term becotten.” 
Berean vol. If. p. 27. 
It is equally evident that William Penn, 


before quoted, has the very same under~ 
standing of the miraculous conception- 


“Such as is the begetter, swch must the 


begotten be. We see men, get men;_ 


horses, horses ; fish, fish ; and -very seed 
has its own body, as say Reeve & Mug- 
gleton. Then by good consequence, the 


immortal God must have begotten him-- 


self an immortal God, one that could not 
die by the hands of his own creatures” 


@ passage expressing the same, as that 


quoted by our orthodox brethren from 


E. Hicks, who repeats the same idea in. 


the Philadelphia Sermons page 251 viz. 
“ We see that this flesh and blood never 


could have been in a strict sense, the son 


of God, but a creature created by God— 
by his power: because spirit and matter. 
cannot be united together and make a be- 


ing, nor make ason of Gal” Thedecla-_ 


ration resumes the quotations from. the 
Sermons, viz: | 

14. “Elias Hicks says, ‘for he (Jesus 
Christ) had read the law and understood 
it, because he was faithful to the manifes- 
tation of light; and it was dispensed to 
him, in proportion to his necessity to un- 
derstand the law. For he had not more 
given him than would enable him to ful- 
fil it, the same as the other Israelites; for 
if he had more he could not be an exam- 
ple to them.” 


Such appears to be the account giver 
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of him agreeably to scripture testimony. 

“Who was faithtul to hini that appointed 

him, as also Moses was faithful in all his | 

house.” Heb. 3-2 (“and he was faith- 

ful in all his house as a Son, as Moses 

was fajthtul in all his house as a servant. 
, Quaker vol. I. p. 194. 


| 
PARALLEL Passaces—* By the eter- | 
| 


‘nal Spirit wes he made a minister, by it 
he preached, (“the Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the Gospel” &c. Luke iv-18) | 
* throrgh it he offered up himself a sacri. | 
fice without spot to God’ (Heb. ix, 14.) | 
And in the same fower runs-the vein of 
the whole dispensation of the Gospel ; for | 
- it isa ministration of the Spirit (2 Cor. 
iii. 8.) ‘Take away the life, take away 
the Spirit; ye take away the stones of 
this building; ye take awav the church ; 
“ye take away the ministry; ye TAKe 
AWAY ALL.”—({I. Pennington, vol. IL. pp. 
215, 116. 

“The body of fiesh was but the veil, 
(Heb. x, 20.) The eternal life was the 
substance veiled. The one he did jar- 
tcke of, as the rest of the children did.” 

_{I. Pennington, Vol. I. p, 360. 


And the disciples * were flied with the 
Woly Ghost, as Joshua was full of the 
spirit; and in Christ was the fulness of | 
God ; and Stephen was a man full of the | 
Holy Ghost, and the desire of such was, 
that others might be filled with all the 
fulness of God.” —{Huamphrey Smith, p. 
149. 

“ Hence, as a Son, Christ was and isas 


absolutely and entirely dependent upon | 


the Father as any of us.”—{Job Scott’s 
~ salvation by Christ, p. 29. 

“What was Christ’s righteousness ? 
Was it not the life, the virtue, the Spirit 
of the Father in him, he being one with 
_ }t, in the faith of it, and in the obedience 

to it ?”"—[J. Pennington, Vol. III, p. 236. 
15. “ Now don’t think, my friends that 
you can ever get to heaven in any other 
way; don’t suffer such thoughts, but re- 
sist them: £ We must turn our back 
upon them, (i.e such thoughts) and come 
home tothe light of God in us for it is | 
the same spirit and life that was in Jesus 
_ Christ the son of God. We need not say 
that it is his spirit, but only that it is the. 
same sfirit,a portion of which was inhim ; 
because as reasonable beings we must al- 
ways take things rationally.] When Jesus 
was externally on earth, the light within 
was all comprehended in that taber- 


— 


nacle which was seen moving about ;- 


| how what became of the rest ot the world, 


if all was in the man Jesus? and if so, we- 
must have all our help from that which 
was in him.” —[Quaker vol. I. 197. 

‘The part inclose.! in brackets only is. 
quoted in the declaration, and thus the 
passage is mutilated, for the matter both 
preceding and following, is necessary to 
understand the meaning of whatis ex- 
tracted. 


Parallel Passages —* We are taught, 
led and guided by, and are possessors 
a portion or a measure of the same spirit 
of grace and truth, that was in ¢hat fer- 
son Christ, our elder brother, that suffer- 
ed patiently the contradictions and false 
accusations of sinners, as a lamb, without 
the gates of Jerusalem, of whose resur- 
rection and life we are eye-witnesses, even 
of his majesty and glory, and the coming 
of his kingdom with power, full of grace 
and truth.”"—[{Wm. Baily’s Works, p. 
169. 

“We have had very narrow apprehen- 
sions of Christ, and the manifestations of 
the glory of Christ, limiting it to the one 
man, when the truthis, that Christ and ali 
the saints made up but one Christ (1 Cor. 
xii. 12) and God as truly manifesteth him- 
selt in the flesh of all his, as he did in 
Christ, although the measure of that 


| manifestation is different.”—[J. Collier’s 


discovery of the new creation—quoted by 
Wm. Penn Vol. II. p, 420,—421 fol. 

{“ Wherefore this light is in every one 
ofus. We have all a manifestation of it, 
sufficient for our own end. He had the 
fulness of it, as we have our several allot- 
ments. There was nothing supertiuous 
in order to affect his great and glorions 
purpose among the children of Israel.” 
{Phil. sermons, p, 10. 

“Is not the substance, the life, the 
anointing called Christ wherever it is 
found, doth not the same belong to the 
whole body, (and every member in the 
body) as well as to the head? are they 
not all of one, yea, all in the anointing.” 

{I. Pennington, Vol. II p. 21.4 th ed. 

16. “And what encouragement, my 
friends, we receive, through this medium 
when we are brought by the light into a 
feeling of unity with our great pattern, 
Jesus Christ, and with God our Creator; 
OQ! see how we come up unto an equali- 
ty with him.” [Weare swallowed up 
in his righteousness, having no wilj ef our 
own,” —{ Declaratian, p. 22—Quaker voi. 
33. 
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The objection lies against the words, 
“ equality with him,” The passage is gar- 
bled by omitting the connecting words in 
brackets. The equality he meant lies in 
the “feeling of unity,” just before ex- 
pressed. In like manner, Jesus himself 
says: “That they ali may be one, as 


thou, Father artin me, and I in thee; 
that they also may be one in us.”—[John | 


Xvii. 21. 

17. The following extract is similar, 
“And we derive a portion of the same 
(spirit) which is able to save the soul, if 
properly obeyed. Here now he was 
put upon a level.”—[Decl. p. 22. Q. vol. 
p. 17. 

This last passage is mutilated, by omit- 
ting the sentences in connexion, which 
are necessary to a clear understanding of 


the author, viz. “and the spirit by which || 


he was actuated, is that light and life 
which is the saviour of the soul: and it 
‘was the same light and life, which is the 
light and life of God; for he derived it 
from God his heavenly Father: (and we 
derive &c.) and for thie reason Jesus cal- 
Jed the children of God his brethren: 
“saying I will declare thy name unto 
my brethren” &c. The following are 
parallel passages. 

“ The first thing thy dark mind stum- 
Sles at, is, that some have said, that they 
that have the spirit of God are equal 
with God. 

“He that hath the spirit of God, is in 
that which is equal, as God is equal, and 
his ways equal: and he that is joined to 
the lord is one spirit, there is unity, and 
the unity stands in equality itself”’—-“there 


is equality in nature, though not in| 


stature” —[Howgill’s Works, p. 232. 

{Neither does E.. Hicks, assert equali- 
ty in stature but the contrary: “ He had 
the fulness,as we have our several adlot- 
gnents” }—{ Philadelphia Sermons p. 10. 

“ All have sinned and fallen short” &c 

[Ibid. p. 67. 

“Jesus never offended in any one point.” 
(Ibid. p. 257. 

“ He had a greater anointing than the 
rest of his brethren” &c.—| Quaker. vol. 
i..p. 42. 

’“ And so being one in the same spirit, 
po in the same lite,.one in the same 


ivine nature, 2 Pet. 1.4) were partakers 


af God’s holiness, (Heb.-xii, 10) Christ 
38 not ashamed to call them brethren. 


= 


(Heb. 2-11) noris the apostle ashamed 
to give them the name. Christ, together 
with (1 Cor. 11, 12.””)--{1. Penning-.- 
ton, Vol. HI. p. 54. 

“Hence, ‘he is not ashamed to cali 
them brethren ;’ for they are frue breth- 
ren, all porn of the same holy and °in- 
corruptible seed and word of God. It is 
this and only this, that makes them not 
only ‘ heirs of God,’ but joint heirs with 
Christ.”. All children of one Father ; all 
begotten by the overshadowing power 
of the Holy Ghost; all bearing the image 
of the heavenly ; wherein, ‘ he that sancti- 
fieth and they who are sanctified are ail 


of one.’ ”’—[Job Scott’s Sal. by Christ p._ 


22. 

_ “But verily he has made this conquest 
in our cafacity—in every respect mm our 
capacity except sin, and therefore as the. 
arms in which he conquered are ours, 
and as we certainiy may if we will but. 
avail ourselves of the force and omnipo- 
tency thereof, conquer all the.arts and 
powers of hell” &c¢ p. SQ. 

18. “ Here we find that the son of God 
Saw no alternative, for if he gave up his 
testimony in order to save his natural life, 
he could not be saved with God’s salva- 
tion; hence he surrendered tothe divine 
will rather than lose his standing and 
favor with his Almighty Father; and 
what a blessed example it was.” 

{Dect. p. 22.Q. p. 22. 


Prrallel Passages —* Christ. trusted 
his Father, and obeyed his Father in all 
things: Now was not that an effect of 
the righteous nature and spirit of his 
Father in hin? 
anto death, even the death of the cross,’ 
and Oh! hew was his Father pieased 
therewith! Did he not say to him as to 
Abraham im a fikecase Because thor 
hast done’’’ &c.—(I. Pennington, Vol. 1V, 
304. 

{Had he no power or liberty to dis. dey, 
he must have acted from necessity : and. 
how then was he obedient, or why should 
his Father be “ pleased ?” Aud how was 
his'a “2.ke case” with Abraham ’s, unless 
he acted from choice: aud if he had no 
will, why did he say-—“ not my will but 
thine be done? Again, if he acted from 
necessity, how is he an “example to us” 
—how could he have been said to have 
“ overcome the world?” how with sincer- 
ity say “be of good cheer?’’} 

“But that which sanctified, and kept 
the dody fiurc and made all acceptetic m 


‘He became obedient. 


* 
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ness of the sfirit.. And the same thing 
that Rept his veesel pure, itis the same 
thing that cleanseth us.’’—{I. Penning- 
- ton, vol. III. p. 34. 

{"low could he be said to be keft pure, 
‘if no capacity to become impure, had ex- 
istedinhim?]) 

“He has shown us plainly that nothing 
will do, short of a seal dext inus. That 
the death must be iz man ; that we must 
die to all creaturely corruption, as he died 
fo the creaiurely life. ‘In that he died, 
he died unto sin once,’ says the Apostle, 
“and in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.’ 
Though he was sinless, yet he died unto 
sin; he died to the very first risings and 
gnotions, to evil ; for he was in all things 
tempted as we are.” “In yielding to 
these temptations, lust would have been 
40 conceived asto have brought forth 


sin, but in dying, instantly, the death of | 


the holy cross, to every motion whose 


tendency was unto sin, he is properly said | 


to have died unto sin” &c.—{J. Scott, 
Sal. by Ch. p. 21. 
“Whe inthe days of his flesh, when 


he bad offered up prayers and supplica- ) 
tions with strong crying and tears, unto | 


Sim that wus able to save him from death, 
jand was heard in that he feared.” 
Heb. v. 7. 


19. “He was tempted in all points as 


tempted, if he had been fixed in a state 


is » was the life, holiness, and righteous: 


we are. Now, how could he have been || 


heat, to be tempted, &c. and this nature 

was not God, whose nature was infinite, 

eternal, &c. not subject to temptation.” 
Burrough, p. 637. 

“ Andif he were not in ad? things elxe 
like us, [except sin} his triumphs and 
victory over all the powers of death and 
darkness, could not assure us of the pos- 
sibility and certainty, upon our standing 
faithful, of our victoriously triumphing in 
like manner.”—-[J. Scott, Salvation by 
Christ, p. 30. 

20. “Every Christian must come up 
under the influence of the same light that 
guided Jesus Christ—that Christ that was 
his saviour, and preserver, and that pow- 


er which enabled him to do his work, wilt 


|| enable us to come on in the same path.” 


Decl. p. 22.—Q. Vol. I. p. 44. 
Paralil Passages——* The seed was 
formed into a vessel like ours, but with- 
out sin, in which the pure lamb appear- 
ed in the pure power cf life, which kept 
the vessel pure, and so he who was to be 
the first fruits, had the honor above all 

his brethren, being anointed with the oil 
ladness above his fellows.” “ By feel- 
ing and knowing the lamb in our vessels, 
we know also. what was the lamb in Aw 
vessel.”—f{1. Pennington, Vol. HII. p. 29. 
{* He had a greater anointing than the 
rest of his brethren.”—{Q. vol. I. p. 42.J 
“In subjection to the same will which 
the head obeyed, are the members sancti- 


| fied.”"—{I. Pennington, Vol. 1V. pp. 127, 


of perfection, in which he cowld not turn |! 128. 


askle ? Can you suppose as rational be- 


could be tempted. Perfection is perfec- 
tion, and cannot be tempted ; it is impos- 
sible.’’—{Declaration, p. 22. Philadelphia 
‘Sermons, p. 25S. 

{The inference drawn in the Declara- 
tion from the above is, that Elias Hicks 
“does not believe that our blessed Lord 
was perfect” that is, I presume, free 
from sin; but in the Philadelphia Ser- 
mons p. 259, he declares that Jesus “ ne- 
ver offended in any one poimt.” - Thus 


the perfection alluded to by Elias Hicks, 


fs that attributable to God—to a state of 
glorious immutability. This must be ev- 
‘ident from the text, to every candid rea- 
der.} 
Parallel passages. “There was a na- 
ture in that man Christ Jesus, that was 
ofthe Virgin, that wassubfecttocold, 


ings, that such a being could be tempted ? | 
No, not any more than God Almighty 


“We witness him the same Christ, ae 
was in that body that suffered at Jerusa- 
lem.”—{Wm. Dewsbury, p. 120. 

21. “I don’t want to express a great 
many words, but I want you to be called 
home to the substance. For the Scrip- 
tures and all the books in the world can 
do no more. Jesus could do no more 
than to recommend to this comforter, 
which was the light in him.”’—{Quaker 
Vol. I. p, 40.—Declaration p. 22. 

Parallel passages, “ It was his [God’s} 
Divine Light alone that could minister 
life to the soul, and not shadows,” 

Christian Quaker, p. 279.. 

“People might have been in darkness 
still, tor all the books of the New ‘Festa- 
ment, and the Old Testament too, and 
for all the books in the world; for they 
never would have conveyed U&gA/# into the 


hearts and consciences of men, if God 


had not placed itthere.’’-—[Sermon preach- 
ed by Srephen Crisp, at’ Grace-Churgk 
Street, Londom, May 24, 1682, 
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«Christ trusted his Father, and obey- 
ed his Father in all things. Now was 
not that an effect of the righteous nature, 
and spirit of the Father ‘in Aim ?”—{I. 
Pennington, Vol. IV. p. 304. 


“ He (Henry Grigg] should rather have 
said that the manhood could not save 
without the Holy Spirit; Divine power, 
er Deity, which alone is sufficient, (and 
that only, is felt and experienced in man) 
to effect his salvation from the power of 
sin and Satan.” [Christian Quaker, p. 
353. 

“ Thou [E. Hicks] makes a great out- 
cry against S. Crisp, about knowing the 
beginning and state of thy Christ, whom 
to confute thou pleads his Deity; having 
before told us of expecting to be saved 
by Jesus, as being in a person without: 
what scripture hast thou for this creed?” 

(Christian Quaker, p. 302. 


“ Now since that sin is in the heart and 
conscience of mankind, nothing but a di- 
vine light, spirit, or power, can reach and 
convey purity into those outward parts, 
and consequently that must be the Re- 
deemer and Saviour from sin.”’--[{Chris- 
tian Quaker p. 199. 


22. “ He never directed to himself [i. ¢. 


as to a person without,] but all he wanted | 
was to lead their minds tothe spirit of | 


truth, tothe LIGHT WITHIN, and when he 
had done this, he had done his office.” 
Declaration p. 22—Quaker, Vol. 1. p. 47. 


{Mutilated. The words immediately 
preceding, being omitted, yet necessary 
to a full understanding of. the author’s 
meaniag, viz. “QO then let us be indi- 
vidually endeavoring to gather to the 
light; and wait on the Lord, that we may 
see his counsel; then shall we believe in 
the doctrines of hisSon. And what was 
this? “Tarry at Jerusalem—wait for the 


comforter.’ ‘He never directed’”’ &c.] 


Parallel “ And indeed,, all 
the external dealings of God with men 
have been to bring to Christ, the seed 
within, which is able to bruise the ser- 


pent’s head.” &c. Christian Quaker p. 


193. 


~©They who knew Christ after the flesh 
‘were to press after some more spiritual 
discovery of him, and it was expedient 
that they, who almost doted on his out- 
ward manifestation, should be weaned 
from it, to the end that his more interior, 
and indeed beneficial revelation of hini- 


_ #elf, might be witnessed by the. sonl.”’ 


| 


The words “done his office,” are ital- 
icised in the Declaration, in order to con- 
vey the impression that the sermons un- 
dervalue the mission of Jesus, as confin- 
ing it tothe single point of leading the 
mind to “the spirit of truth.” A likein 
ference might, with equal plausibility be 
drawn from George Whitehead’s words 


| in the Christian Quaker, p. 46. “Buta 


saviour was born,—what was he born for 
but to bear witness to the truth?” 
Sermons, however, in page 10, speak of 
this missionas being “great and glorious” 
Again in the Quaker, Vol. I. p. 16—* He 
had more [power] because he had a much 
greater work to perform” &c. See also 
under the following article. 

23. If we believe that God is equal and 
righteous in ali his ways, that he has made 
of one blood all the families that dwell 
| upon the earth, it is impossible that he 

should be partial, and therefore he has 
_ been as willing to reveal his will to every 
_ creature, as he was to our first parents, to 
| Moses and the Prophets, to Jesus Christ 
/and his apostles. He can never set any 


| of these above us, because if he did he 
would be partial.” Declaration p. 22. 
Philadelphia. Sermons p. 292. 

[Garbled: because what immediately 
follows points to the true. meaning, viz. 
“His love is the same for all.” “He 
comes alike unto the hearts of all the 
children of men.” And thusnot “above 
us” because the love of God, and revela- 
tion of His will are granted to all. The 


sermons do not mean that Jesus was not. 


“above us’ in stature, as the Declara- 
tion would insinuate, for they say “He 
had a greater anointing than the rest of 
his brethren.”” “Never sinned in any 
one.point.” “He had it in the fullness,. 
we our several allotments.” &c. see arti- 
cles 15, 16, and 23.] 

24. “From what Jesus himself said, he - 
was not God,” Declaration, p. 22. New, 
York sermons, p.96.. 

[This “ shred of a period,” is singular~. 


ly garbled; we here quote the passage: 
which explains the meaning, including 


the words extracted in brackets.] ; 
“* Herein it-was that Jesus became the- 
son of God, through the life and power” 


Christivn Queker, p, 206. cf God in han, whith leavened him into, 
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his own holy nature, till he was swallow- 
ed up into the Divinity of his heavenly 
Father. Having been faithful to the 
Father in all things, his store-house wa: 
opened to him ; because his Father could 
trust him with all his treasares. 
knew that he would net embezzle, no: 
make a wrong use of these treasures; 
but that he would wait to know his Fath- 
er’s will, before he would dispose of the 
things that were opened to his view. — 
Now, here is the full and complete divin- 
ity of Jesus Christ. [From what Jesus 
Aimself said he was not God ;] “ And this 
is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent.” Who will venture to 
contradict Jesus Christ in his faithful tes- 
timony? Here he shows the distinction. 
He placed himself where his Father had 
placed him, as a sent offering. He did 
not say that he did any thing of himself ; 
even the times and the seasons were in 
the hands of the Father, and entirely at 
his disposal; not even Jesus, nor the an- 
gels in heaven wcre informed of them.”] 


Parallel passages. “What was Christ’s 
wightenusness? was it not the life, the 
virtue, the spirit of the Father in him,’’ 
&c. {I. Pennington, Vol, p. 226. 


“Although ‘God was manifest in the 
fiesh,’ ‘God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself,’ the Divinity and 
human or earthly nature were always 
nistinct.. Ant is not God omnipotent? 
*To the only wise God our Saviour be 
gory and majesty.’” &c. [Christian Qua- 

er, p. 353. 

“Thus he and the Father are one ; and 
yet Christ truly says, ‘My Father is 
greater than 1.’ This as a son he may 
say, wherever he is brought forth; asa 
-gon this must have been the case in that 
body; asa son he must be dependent up- 
on the Father; hence he declares, ‘I 
can do nothing without my Father” ‘My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work? 
kt is not possible for the Father to beget, 
or put forth.a being, that can work good 
“independently of himself ; for then there 
would be two good, or which is the same 
thing two Gods.” [Job Scott’s Salvation 
dy Christ, p. 29. 

“Why callest thou me good? There is 
none good but one, that is God’* Mat- 
“thew xix. 17. 

“ But that the outward 
suffered was properly the 


erson which 


n of God we 


‘He 


utterly deny.”&c. W. Penn, Vol: Tl. pp- 
65 66. 
“Andit is blasphemy for the Jews, or 
any to say, that they did crucify the trne 
hristian’s eternal, invisibke God; and 
rreat ignorance for any. to say, that the 
true christian’s God was crucified.” 
[Fox s Doctrinals, p. 1006. _ 
“Jesus Christ, a man approved of | 
Gol,” &c. “Ve have taken, and br 
wicked hands, have crtcified and slain.’” 
{Acts 2d, 22, 33. 
25. “He was only an outward Saviour, ~ 
that healed their outward diseases, and 
gave them strength of body to enjoy that » 
outwatd good law. This was a figure of 
the great comforter, which he would 
pray the Father to sendthem ; an inward _ 
one that would heal all the diseases of 
their souls, and cleanse them from all 
their inward pollutions, that thing of God, 
that thing of eternal life. It was the sout : 
that wanted salvation, but this no out- 
ward Saviour could do, no externay 


sayiour could have any hand in it.” 
Decl. p. 22. Phil. sermons, p. 50. 


{The objection lies against “external 
saviour,” “thing of God,” and “figure 


of the great comforter.’’] 


Parallel Passages.—* So that the in-~ 
visible, spiritual, and divine’ lifeyprinci-- 
ple, or nature, was the root and fountain 
of all which is sometimes ascribed in - 
scripture tothe body, by that common 
figure, or way of speaking amongst men, | 
the thing containing, which was the body, 
for the thing contained, which was the 
eternal power, wisdom, life, &c. Not 
that we should irreyerently rob the hol 
body of whatsoever acknowledgment is 
jontly due, nor yet separate that which 
God hath joined. ‘Though I confess, with 
holy fear, I dare not attribute that to an 
external prepared being, which is the 
natural, proper, and ondy work of the di-. 
vine light and life to operate and effect.’’ 

(Wm. Penn, in the Ch. Qu. p. 199. 

“But if your Christ doth consist of ‘a 
human or earthly body of flesh and bone,” 
our Christ who consisteth of quickening 
spirit, and heavenly body of divine light — 
and life, a spiritual and glorious body is 
above you and yours. So we must leave 
you Anabaptists, with your earthly | 
Christ, consisting of a human body. of 
flesh and bone, together with yourempty — 
and lifeless shadows, and your darkness — 
and enmity” &c.—{G. Whitehead, in the 
Ch. Qu, p. 369. 

“First, I do affirm, that they who 
preach and pray in the spirit and power 
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and light, and wisdom of God, do pray in 


the name of Jesus; for Jesusis but aname 
which was given unto that which was, 
before that name was, which the angel 
called a holy thing.’ Bayly, pp- 
157, 158. 
“There is Christ in the flesh, and 
Christ in the spirit. Christ in the fleso 
is the witness, the common person I» 
whom our salvation is transacted as in a 
Agure ; Christ in the spirit is the rea: 
truth and principle of righteousness, and 
of life ; he is the real salvation within us.” 
oshua Sprigg, quoted by Wm. Penn, 

ol. II. fol. pp. 420,421. 

_ “Every thing begets its like. What 
is simply natural produces not a spiritual 
being. Material things bring not forth 
things that are immaterial. Now, be- 
cause the nature or image begotten in the 
pam of true believers is spiritual, it will 
ollow that the seed, which so begets, and 
brings forth that birth, must be the same 
in nature, with that which is begotten, 
therefore spiritual. Then Christ’s body, 
or what he had from the virgin, strictly 
considered as such, was not the seed.”— 
“And because the seed. which in this 
sense cannot be that body, is Christ, as 
testify the scriptures, the seed is one, and 
that seed Christ, and Christ God over 
all, blessed forever Gal. iii. 16. we do 
conclude that Christ: was and is, the di- 
vine word of light and life, that was in 
the beginning with-God, and was and is 
God over all blessed forever.” 
(Wm. Penn, in the Ch. Qu. p. 195. 

“Christ is the substance of all figures; 
and his flesh ie a figure.” —{George Fox, 
in Saul’s errand to Damascus. 

26.. The apostle had allusion to that 
perfect righteousness, which is the im- 
mediate saviour in the soul, Christ within 
the hope of glory ; but it was not the out- 
ward Jesus Christ that was the hope of 


glory.”—[Decl. p. 23. Quaker vol. I. p. 
164. 

Parctlet. Passages Surely flesh and 
blood is not tht saviour, but the Holy 
thing spoken of, which was of the Holy 
Ghost.’ me a and life ot Christ by 
Creorge Whitehead, pp. 46, 47. 

_ “Now, they [the quakers| distinguish, 
according to the scriptures, between that 
which is called Christ, and the bodily 


garment whica he took. The one was] 


Resh, the other spirit. ‘The flesh profi- 
teth nothing, saith he, the spirit quicken- 
eth.” “The body of flesh was but the 
veil. The eternal life was the substance 
veiled. The one he did partake of, as 
the rest of the children did ;”’ &c. 


1,Penningten, Vol. 1. p. 360. 


REVIEW. 175 


“A body hast thou prepared me. 


aad through the power of the divine life, 
it bore a part in the great work but was 


to dothe Father’s will in. ‘Lo I come,a 
body hast thou prepared me.’ The I 
who came, the me tor whom the body 
was prepared, was, strictly speaking, the 
S.viour, and had been so in the salvation 


says the most high ‘ I am God, and beside 
me there is no Saviour.’ ”---[J. Scott’s 
salvation by Christ, p. 16. 


ted in any thing which is capable of be- 
ing located, because to suppose that all 
the fulness of God was in Christ, isto 
take him out of every other part of the 


Mutilated.--The whole passage stands 
thus: “So that here my friends, we see 


the soul: {itistruly Ged in man: &c.} 
but as certainly as he was ia Jesus Christ, 
so certainly he isin all the sons of Gods 


‘and ‘as many as are led bv the spirit of 


God are the sons of God:’ here now we 


the immensity of space.’’] 


Paralkl Passages.---“ And Christ be- 
ing exalted at the Father’s right hand, is 
no proof that he is remote, separate or 
absent from his people and members, any 
more than that the Father’s right hand 
of power is absent, and remote from 
them. ‘Thougit we see what gross ap- 
prehensions, some men have of God and 
Christ, who thus would exclude, limit, or 
}circumscribe them, yea, God and his 

right hand of power, only to a place dis- 

tant from his people and children. This 
not only strengthens gross apprehensions 
in the ignorant,to keep them in ignoe. 
‘rance,and dark thoughts, and carnal ima~ 
inations conceraing God and his right 


and, as if he were a body, or person hke 


themselves ; but also opposes his infinite- 
ness and omnipresence, and so Christ’s 
divinity ; whereas the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him.” “And thercfore 
human nature is not onnenls of that dix 
vine glory and power, wherewith the san: 
of God was anointed, dignified and exal-. 


ted at God’s right hand.” --(@. White- 


head, ih the Gh. @¢. p. 34%. 


Here we see the body was. not 
saviour, o'herwise than as in unien with, — 


prepared for him who was the Saviour, 


of all that had ever known salvation. For | 


world.’,---[Decl. p. 15. Qu. vol. I. p. 166. . 


the one thing needful ; and there is noth- _ 
-ing else to be eome at, that can unite the 
children of men, but this light and life in” 


see, that God isevery where, that he fills. 


27.“ It [the light) is truly God in man; 
for as he fillsall things he cannot be loca-— 
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“ We have had very narrow apprehén. - 


sions of Christ, and the manifestation of 


the glory of Christ, limiting it to the one: 


man, when the truth is, that Christ and 
all the saints make up but one Christ: 
I, Cor. xii. 12. and God as truly mani- 
festeth himself in the flesh of all his, as 
he did in Christ, although the measure 
of that manifestation is different.”—-[S. 
Collier, in Wm. Penn’s, works, fol. Vol. 
U, pp. 420, 421. 

27. “Oh dearly beloved friends, young 
and old, may you gather deeper, and 
deeper, to that which is within. the veil, 
where we may have access toour God, 


without any mediator.”---[Decl. p. 23. 


Quaker Vol. II. p. 277, 

[The words “ without any mediator,” 
are objected to, as a denial of the doctrine 
of mediation. This is a forced construc- 
tion. In the N. York, Sermons, p. 99. 
‘Elias Hicks, says---“If they our first 
parents had never revolted, there would 


never have been any other mediator, 


than the law in their own hearts”---and 
m page 100, “ Christ has led the way for 
&c. The state alluded to in the ex- 
tract, is one “within the veil,” and spoken 
of in ¥, Cor. xv. 28.] 


Parallel Passages.---“ Destroy the veil, 
and destroy death: the taking away of 
the veil, is the taking away of death; 
death upon a true account, is nothing but 
a veil upon God, who is our life; even 
_ Christ’s flesh wasaveil. Ordinances are 
veils. If God be our life, the less we are 
in these things, the more we are in life.” 
C. Goad’s last testimony, in Wm. Penn’s 
works, Vol. If. fol. pp. 420, 21. 

But there is no safe stopping by the 
way, or sitting down at ease ; for as cer- 
tainly as we become wholly joined to the 
Lord: in the one spirit, we know Christ to 
= in us, till he puts down all rule and 
authority ; until all his, and our enemies, 
_are put under his feet in us; until death 
is completely swallowed up in victory, 
and God becomes all in all, Here it is 
that. the son renders up the kingdom to 


‘the Father, and God over all, sways the |} 


unresisted sceptre of his kingdom.’ 
J. Scott’s salv. by Christ, p. 24. 
( To be continued. ) 


The lip of truth has declared, that the 


Rnowledge of God is life eternal; but 


stes us throvga ali our disguises, be 
poor, depraved, erring creatures; and, 
were we not blinded by self confidence, 
the very fruits we are continually bring- 
ing forth might convince us, beyond doubt, 
that with all our high pretences to an ac- 
quaintance with him, we ate generally 
more intent on doing our own wills, than 
on becoming the real subjects of his king- 
dom .---many customs we have been led 
into by education, and practices we have - 
been betrayed into by corrupt conversa- 
tion, being evidently contrary to his plain 
and positive precepts.” 


Errata.---'The reader will please to 
correct the following errors, which es- 
caped our notice in the last number. P. 
147, left hand column, 13th line from the 
top, for “circular” read secular. P. 155, 
left hand column first’line for “ preven- 
ted” read perverted. 
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